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On the contrary, to impress on him the rule may very-
well lead him to be constantly referring to it to decide
whether his usage is right or wrong, and thus lead to
hesitation or diffidence in speaking.
The teacher is too apt to teach facts of grammar
because they are grammar, and happen to be parts of a
whole body of matter that goes by the name of grammar
as usually put before him in a grammar book,
In actual practice nothing is gained by treating
grammatical usages and rules separately from others, if
indeed such a distinction can be logically established at
all. Neither teacher nor pupil need bother his head
about the definition or scope of grammar as such, or
whether the rule the teacher is impressing (not neces-
sarily teaching) is a rule of grammar or not. The sole
questions of importance are whether it is a habit of the
language and, if so, a habit that deserves specially
inculcating. If the answer is ' Yes', then it is his
business to implant the habit by the best means at his
disposal. If, for example, his pupils split their infinitives,
they must form the habit of keeping their infinitives
intact; if they fall into wrong habits of tense sequence,
they must change these for the right ones. If they are
found saying ' It is him ' or l Who was it given to ?'
when the English standard usage is c he * and * whom >
respectively, it is up to the teacher to establish the
normal usage, whether he likes to include it as ' grammarr
or not.
In other words, the ground of selection for teaching is
utility to the pupil learning E?iglish, not the claim o! the
thing taught to belong or not belong to a rather vague system
called grammar.
The reader will now understand the reason why in
the previous chapter the typical procedure in teaching
language from the reading text made no mention of gram-
mar. The omission does not imply that grammatical
instruction is unimportant, but that what is unimportant
is the separate teaching of grammar as such, and that all
the grammar that is found necessary should take its
place along with any other usages or speech habits and
be taught with them as the need arises. In this way a
great deal of grammar will be practised along with the

